Their Master had
talked constantly
about the kingdom
of God coming, and
their response was to

give everything to see
this movement get
off the ground. Their
greatest desire was
for His kingdom to
come, and His will to
be done on earth as it
is in heaven.

The growth of the Body

“And He gave some as apostles, some as prophets, some as evangelists, and
some as pastors and teachers, for the equipping of the saints for the work of
service, to the building up of the body of Christ; until we all attain to the unity
of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a mature man, to the
measure of the stature which belongs to the fullness of Christ.”

“As a result, we are no longer to be
children, tossed here and there by waves
and carried about by every wind of
doctrine, by the trickery of men, by
craftiness in deceitful scheming; but
speaking the truth in love, we are to grow
up in all aspects into Him who is the
head, even Christ, from whom the whole
body, being fitted and held together by
what every joint supplies, according to the
proper working of each individual part,
causes the growth of the body for the building up of itself in love.”

Ephesians 4:11-16

The power of His resurrection

“But whatever things were gain to me, those things I have counted as loss for
the sake of Christ. More than that, I count all things to be loss in view of the
surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered
the loss of all things, and count them but rubbish so that I may gain Christ,
and may be found in Him, not having a righteousness of my own derived from
the Law, but that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which
comes from God on the basis of faith, that I may know Him and the power of
His resurrection and the fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His
death; in order that I may attain to the resurrection from the dead.”

“Not that I have already obtained it or have already become perfect, but I press
on so that I may lay hold of that for which also I was laid hold of by Christ
Jesus. Brethren, I do not regard myself as having laid hold of it yet; but one
thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and reaching forward to what lies ahead,
I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ

Jesus.”

Philippians 3:7-14



